
 
Members Newsletter - September 2022 

 

Dear Member, 

Message from the Club Captain  

As autumn approaches, we are seeing some dramatic changes to the condition and appearance 

of the course. I was away for nearly three weeks and returned on 18th September and found the 

change in the fairways and greens with some rain and growth was dramatic. 

We must congratulate the Bowood Scratch Team under the management of Matthew List-Rose 

and Paul Rose in winning their league and have now been promoted to Division 1 for next 

season. Congratulations to all those involved. I have shared the news with Lord Lansdowne who 

was “delighted” on hearing of the  promotion. 

We will, of course, recognise this achievement at our Members Day on the 30th of October. 

Bowood also retained the Wiltshire County Cup on 20th September and we will have the honour 

of hosting this event again next year. In recognition, Wiltshire Golf presented me with a cheque 

for £500 for the development of Junior Golf at Bowood and I am certain the juniors coaches Greg 

Hood, Harry Brewis and Harry Trussler will put the money to good use. 

Autumn also brings the approach of the end of the golfing season, the consideration of 

implementing preferred lies when required and the intended implementation of a new Local 

Rule, which I shall refer to at this stage as the “Goose Poo” rule until we get the official wording. 

I am sure you are all aware that Canada Geese and other birds and wildlife now remain all year 

round at Bowood seemingly moving from lake to lake. It appears they have resumed their 

residence around the 8th and 18th fairways. Your Committee considers it extremely unfair if, for 

example, you have hit the fairway on the 18th only to find your ball has come to rest amongst or 

is covered in goose faeces.  

When preferred lies are in force this would have no impact as you can lift clean and place within 

six inches, however, if preferred lies are not in operation players are potentially faced with a ball 

in much worse condition than just some mud or dirt affixed.  

Accordingly, at the next meeting, your Committee intends to ratify a local rule to alleviate this 

problem and it will apply all year round with words to the effect of: 

“If a players ball comes to rest on a fairway or closely mown area surrounding a green, and any 

animal or bird faeces is attached or interfering with their stroke, they may with the agreement of their 

playing partner lift, clean and place within 6 inches not nearer the hole” 

When ratified the implementation date, precise wording will be cascaded to all members, placed 

on the noticeboard and included on the rear of scorecards at the next print.   



 
On the competitions front, we have two major events coming up in October: 

Sunday 23rd October - Bowood Champions Trophy 

There is a normal club competition  operation on that day but included within the competition is 

a separate event for all those who have won a Club Trophy, Monthly Medal or Monthly 

Stableford Competition in both Divisions 1 and 2. The winner will have their name added to the 

Bowood Champions Honours Board. 

A list of all those eligible to participate for the Champions Honours Board will be placed on the 

notice board after the last qualifier on 16th October. 

Sunday 30th October - Members Day (which will replace the Halloween Team Challenge on your 

calendars) 

• 4 person Texas Scramble 

• Shotgun Start 

• Informal social gathering after the event to present the Club Trophys and major 

achievements 

• Food will be provided 

• Other Entertainment TBA 

Further details will follow so get your teams organised. 

Finally, I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible over the next few weeks. 

 

Competitions Update 

Never mind the cooler air as we head into autumn - the Bowood Order of Merit (OOM) is hotting 

up and the excitement is really starting to mount! 

 

Round 7 of the OOM was the August Monthly Stableford, played out on a scorching Sunday at 

the end of August. Both Division 1 and Division 2 competitions went down to the wire, with the 

winners tied and the outcome decided on countback. In the Division 1 competition 

congratulations go to Jamie Cooper for an excellent level par round featuring four birdies that 

was just enough to hold off Steve Chivers, with Steve Askey one shot back. Likewise in Division 2, 

well done to Simon Dicks, whose 37 points was just good enough to pip ever-green Chris 

Chadwick, last years OOM runner-up, into second place, with Tony Davies close behind in third.  

 

This years winner of the Dr Joseph Priestley Jug is Anthony Howell, who shot a stunning 6 under 

round of net 66 to finish three clear of the field. The best of the rest was Aaron Walker, with an 

excellent round of 69, closely followed by Tony Davies, finishing third for the second time in a 

week. Keep it up Tony - your time is coming! 

 

Hold on to your hats - Club Captain Ross McMullan stormed home to lift the Emerson Trophy by 



 
four clear shots. By all accounts, the Portrush native had to scramble to recover from the 

occasional wayward tee shot but was helped along the way by a chip-in birdie at the 12th. A 

magnificent score of 38 points off the black tees was easily good enough on the day, with Roger 

Durnford and Trevor Brinkworth the best of the rest.  

 

Well done to everyone who supported the Captains's Charity Day, in support of the Wiltshire Air 

Ambulance. Winners on the course were the two Johns, Davies and Hood, knocking Aaron 

Walker and Dan Harding into second place on a countback.  

 

Away from the main club competitions, last Thursday saw all 23 golf clubs in Wiltshire come to 

Bowood for the annual Wiltshire Golf County Cup which was retained, yet again, by Bowood.  

 

There were a few raised eyebrows and even one or two tuts as the fantastic foursome of Kelly 

Leese, Wendy Stewart, Vince McNamara and John Davies went up to collect the trophy, which 

has now been won by Bowood for the 6th time in 7 years.  

 

As the winners get to host the event the following year, we might have to acknowledge a little bit 

of home advantage helps but that it still some going, and indicates just how much it benefits our 

golf to be playing week in and week out on one of the longest and more demanding courses in 

the county. 

 

 

Seniors Section 

 

Seniors Competitions  

 

31st August - this was a Medal Qualifier with 28 entrants. In 3rd place with a net score of 70 was 

Phil Oakey, with Gordon Coutts taking 2nd place after countback on 67net. In 1st place with a net 

score of 67 was Simon Dicks playing off 20.   

 

7th September - the Seniors played a Yellow Ball stableford competition with 23 players entered 

(we brought in a ghost player to ensure all flights had 4 scores available to count). In 3rd place 

was the team of Clive James, Jim Giblin, and Tom Horwitz who had the ghost players score and 

achieved 92 points. 2nd place went to Richard Pearce, Paul Stonham, Mike Broughton and Mike 

Saull with 93 points.1st place was taken by Chris Glennon, Ian Walsh, Robert McLauchlan and 

John Davies with a score of 95 points.  

 

14th September - the competition saw 22 entrants playing a qualifying Stableford. In 3rd place 

was Kevin Stafford with 37 points, then in 2nd place Paul Stonham with 39 points and after 

countback with 39 points was Steve Baker taking 1st place. 

 

Friendly Inter Club Matches  

 



 
On the 24th August the team made the journey to Kingsdown. The weather had changed prior to 

this match and there were signs of recovery after all the summer heat, the course was generally 

considered to be in good condition. However, despite some considerable efforts on behalf of the 

Bowood players, unfortunately, the match was lost 4:2.  

On 30th August we welcomed Salisbury and South Wilts for the home leg. The course at Bowood 

had benefited from the recent rainfall and played very well. Our visitors appeared to enjoy the 

day out despite Bowood securing a 5:1 win giving us an aggregate win of 8:4 over both legs. We 

look forward to further developing this new fixture in 2023.  

 

On the 9th September we were due to entertain North Wilts, however, with the sad passing of 

Queen Elizabeth II on the previous day, it was decided that it would be inappropriate to play the 

match. Despite our best endeavours, we have yet been unable to find a suitable date to play the 

home leg. 

 

The 12th September we were due to play our away fixture against Bath. Discussions were held 

between the clubs to ensure all players were happy to play during the period of national 

mourning and the match went ahead. The day was enjoyable despite the weather being a little 

wet. Our hosts looked after us very well and we were able to share a moment of reflection to pay 

tribute to the late Queen. I am happy to report that Bowood secured a 4:2 win giving us an 

overall aggregate of 8:4. 

 

Seniors Captain’s Away Day  

 

On the 2nd September a select number went to Stinchcombe Hill Golf Club for an away day. Our 

hosts helped us have a very enjoyable day out in the sunshine on a course that has different 

characteristics to our own course. We competed for a best stableford, lowest gross plus longest 

drive and nearest the pin on 2 holes, a nearest the pin in 2 and a Yellow ball competition. This 

gave us the opportunity to relax and enjoy the day, with a good number of prizes available to our 

winners. 

 

The feedback at the end of the day was extremely favourable and hopefully we can enjoy a 

similarly memorable day out next year, if not before. 

 

Ladies Section 

The Ladies Charity Cup was held on 27th August to raise money for the Wiltshire Air Ambulance. 

In 1st place was Di Giblin, in 2nd place was Tracey Scully and 3rd place Linda Bowden. £40 was 

raised for the charity, well done to all involved. In addition the Bowood Ladies v Police Match 

raised another £45, with a win for the Bowood Ladies. 

The Dorothy Winter Cup was held on 3rd of September and was very deservedly won by Linda 

Bowden (on count back down to the last 3 holes), followed by Laura Jarman and in third place 

was Margaret McLauchlan. 



 
The Captains Charity Day was held on 18th September with a format of 4BBB. There were plenty 

of entries with mixed, men and ladies teams all entering. We had nearest the pin on hole 2 (won 

by Kelly Leese) and on hole 17 (won by Maya Fitzgerald). The weather was perfect and the 

Wiltshire Air Ambulance kindly set up a stand and ran the raffle. An excellent day wad had by all. 

Some upcoming dates for the ladies diaries are a Presentation Event on the 30th October (more 

details to follow) for all ladies who have won a Trophy throughout the year. 

The next upcoming competition is the Lady Captains Quaich on the 24th of September.  

The last competition in the ladies diary is the Eve Barnes Trophy (9 holes followed by lunch) 

which will take place on 3rd December.  

 

Wiltshire Mens Divisional Championship  

The Wiltshire Mens Divisional Championship was held at High Post Golf Club on Sunday 4th of 

September. Congratulations go to two successful Bowood members, Laurie Abbott who won 

Division Two with 37 points and to John Hood who won Division Three with 39 points. John’s 

score was also the best round of the day.  

 

 

 

Regards, 

Chris Marles 

Chair and Members Representative 

Bowood Handicap and Competitions Committee  

 


